


Priority Outcome: Children and youth are academically successful
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Priority Outcome: Children and youth are academically successful

Passing State Assessments
Indicator: The percentage of 8th graders meeting criteria on state assessment
Definition: The percentage of 8th grade students receiving a scaled score of 2100, or Met Standard, on the TAKS.

Significance: As a part of the Texas Student Success Initiative, students must pass the 8th grade Reading, Mathematics and
Science TAKS before going to the 9th grade. The 8th Grade TAKS Math Scale Score is especially telling because research
indicates that it predicts 11th Grade TAKS Results.
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Data Source: Texas Education Agency, 2007
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Priority Outcome: Children and youth are academically successful
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Priority Outcome: Children and youth are academically successful

Grade Completion
Indicator: The percentage of 8th graders who enter/complete the 9th grade
Definition: Measurement strategy has not been determined. No formal definition at this time.

Significance: Research indicates that students have most difficulty during transition years including the transition from middle
school to high school. 9th grade “repeaters” are 4 times more likely to leave Texas public schools than non-repeaters.'®

Data Source: Indicator data is not currently available. The indicator is on the data development agenda.

"6 E3 Central Texas Education Profile 2008,
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Priority Outcome: Children and youth are academically successful

Graduation Rate

Indicator: The percentage of youth graduating from high school in 4 years

Definition: The ratio of the number of students who were enrolled in central Texas schools to the number of students who
graduate from central Texas schools four years later.

Significance: Graduates of high school can expect significantly higher lifetime earnings than non-graduates.

Percentage Graduating From High School in 4 Years
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Data Source: Texas Education Agency, 2007

Considerations: The graduation rate, and conversely, the dropout rate at our public high schools has been calculated in a
number of ways that may not capture the total number of students who started ninth grade and did or did not graduate four
years later.



Priority Outcome: Children and youth are academically successful

College Readiness
Indicator: The percentage of seniors meeting College Readiness standards
Definition: Measurement strategy has not been determined. No formal definition at this time.
Significance: Texas has recognized the need to increase the levels of expectation and achievement for its students by recently
adopting across-the-board College Readiness Standards (CRS) in the critical areas of English/language arts, social sciences,
mathematics and science. Once implemented, the CRS will pave the way to better alignment between the public and higher
education curriculum, thereby allowing students a more seamless transition between high school and college or the workforce.
Texas is now among the first states in the country to begin to implement such standards."”

Data Source: Indicator data is not currently available. The indicator is on the data development agenda.

*Also an indicator for “Graduate from high school college — and/or career-ready and prepared for a lifetime of learning”

7 www.thecb.state.tx.us
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Priority Outcome: Children and youth have awareness of and
positive attitudes about adult careers

Children and youth may do better in school if they understand its relevance to their future.
Career awareness allows children to explore the options available to them and to connect the
options to their interests and skills.

Indicators:
The percentage of youth who participate in career awareness
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Priority Outcome: Children and youth have awareness of and

positive attitudes about adult careers

Career Awareness
Indicator: The percentage of youth who participate in career awareness
Definition: Measurement strategy has not been determined. No formal definition at this time.

Significance: Many youth who drop out of school do so because they do not see academics as relevant to their future. To
address these concerns, many high schools in the region are offering Career and Technology Education (CTE) or specialty course
pathways at middle school. Career awareness activities at the elementary, middle, and high school level help students understand
their career and occupational options, make informed decisions based on their preferred career’s educational and training
requirements, and learn about the likely incomes and working conditions for various occupations. Experiential activities involving
the world of work may inspire students to stay in school.

Data Source: Indicator data is not currently available. This item is on the data development agenda.



Priority Outcome: Youth graduate from high-school college and/or
career-ready and prepared for a lifetime of learning

The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that 90% of 21st-century skilled workforce jobs

will require some form of post-secondary education. If America is to remain competitive in
tomorrow’s global workforce, our students must first be able to successfully complete the first
year of college without the need for remedial or developmental education. Educators, parents
and citizens need to ensure every child within Central Texas graduates from high school
college-ready, equally prepared to meet the challenges of a college curriculum or the demands
of an increasingly knowledge-based workforce.™

Indicators:
The percentage of students graduating on the recommended or distinguished

academic plan (RHSP/DAP)

The percentage of graduates meeting College Readiness Standards (Also an
indicator for “Are Academically Successful” — see page 70)

The percentage of youth entering post-secondary education or training programs

'8 http://www.thech.state.tx.us/index.cfm?objectid=EADFI62E-OE3E-DABO-BAAD2496062F3CD8




Priority Outcome: Youth graduate from high-school college and/or

career-ready and prepared for a lifetime of learning

Distinguished Graduates
Indicator: The percentage of students graduating on the recommended or distinguished academic plan (RHSP/DAP)

Definition: Students graduating on the recommended or distinguished academic plan will have earned at least 4 English
Credits, 3 Mathematics Credits, 3 Science Credits, 3.5 Social Studies credits, .5 Economics Credit, .5 Health Credit, 1 Fine Arts
Credit, 1.5 Physical Education Credit, 1 Technology Credit and .5 Speech credit.

Significance: The Recommended High School Program (RHSP) offers courses that give students the best opportunity to succeed in
technical school, community college or a four-year university in Texas. The Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP) goes beyond
the RHSP™®

Percentage of Students Graduating on the Recommended or
Distinguished Academic Plan (RSHP/DAP)
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Data Source: Texas Education Agency, 2007 - 2008

Considerations: Graduation requirements have steadily increased in recent years. A student entering Grade 9 in the
2004-2005 school year and thereafter shall enroll in the courses necessary to complete the curriculum requirements for the
recommended high school program. Prior to this change, students were required to enroll in the course to complete the
minimum high school requirement.?

' http://collegeforalltexans.com/index.cfm?0bjectiD=B5696E87-DOEE-F501-7D8D3898E6B018D6
 http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/ugrhtml



Priority Outcome: Youth graduate from high-school college and/or

career-ready and prepared for a lifetime of learning

Enter Post-secondary Education or Training
Indicator: The percentage of youth entering post-secondary education or training programs
Definition: Measurement strategy has not been determined. No formal definition at this time.
Significance: College graduates can expect significantly higher wages over their lifetime than their counterparts. According
to the College Board, college grads are also more engaged citizens and make healthier decisions. Similarly, graduates of
trade or vocational schools have an advantage over informally trained job-seekers because an independent organization

certifies that they have the skills needed to successfully perform a specific, skilled occupation.

Data Source: Indicator data is not currently available. The indicator is on the data development agenda.
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Priority Outcome: Youth successfully complete post-secondary
education and/or training

For many students, getting accepted to a college or university is only the first step in a long
battle toward a degree. Persevering long enough to graduate can be just as difficult. Students
drop out for a variety of reasons — financial difficulties, inadequate preparation, poor study
skills, or social problems. Few students who dropout go on to complete their education.?!

Indicators:
The percentage of students who persist after the first year of college

The percentage of students who complete at least 1 year of post-secondary
education/training and earn a credential

The percentage of students completing at least 2 years of post-secondary
education/training

2 http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/09/business/economy/09leonhardt.html
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Priority Outcome: Youth successfully complete post-secondary

education and/or training

First Year College Retention
Indicator: The percentage of students who persist after the first year of college

Definition: The percentage of students who remain enrolled in college after the conclusion of their first year of college in
Travis County.

Significance: Students are more likely to graduate from college if they remain in school past their first year. College graduates
have higher earning power, more professional mobility, and maintain a higher standard of living which includes higher earning
power, more professional mobility and more leisure activities.

Data Source: Indicator data is not currently available. This item is on the data development agenda.

Considerations: Continuing past the first year of college does not guarantee graduation from a four year college or university.
However, the majority of students who drop out of college do so in their first or second year of school.

Also, students at the University of Texas, for example, are not necessarily permanent residents of Travis County. As a result, the
data may not be an accurate representation of the Austin Community.



Priority Outcome: Youth successfully complete post-secondary

education and/or training

Post-Secondary Retention Rate

Indicator: The percentage of students who complete at least one year of post-secondary education/training
and earn a credential

Definition: Measurement strategy has not been determined. No formal definition at this time.

Significance: Students who earn a post-secondary education credential have increased earning power and more professional
opportunities. Individuals with a high level of education are more likely to be engaged in their community.

Data Source: Indicator data is not currently available. This item is on the data development agenda.
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Priority Outcome: Youth successfully complete post-secondary

education and/or training

Post-Secondary Retention Rate
Indicator: The percentage of students completing at least two years of post-secondary education or training
Definition: Measurement strategy has not been determined. No formal definition at this time.

Significance: Post-secondary education and training provide an individual with increased earning power as well as more
professional opportunities. Completion of a program indicates discipline and personal ability to succeed.

Data Source: Indicator data is not currently available. This item is on the data development agenda.

Considerations: Students that are in Travis County post-secondary education and training programs will not necessarily be
permanent residents of Travis County. As a result, the data may not be an accurate representation of the Austin community.



Priority Outcome: Youth are productive and equipped to reach
financial self sufficiency

Students often graduate from high school and college without the basic skills in personal
financial management. According to the American Savings Education Council, fewer than 1/2
of high school and college students have a regular savings plan, 1/3 don't keep track of their
spending, and fewer than 1/4 stick to a budget.? As a result, many youth and young adults
stumble through their financial lives learning by trial and costly error. A priority for our community is
to help youth to understand the value of work and to develop financial literacy skills.

Indicators:
The percentage of idle youth and young adults

The percentage of financially literate young adults

2 http://www.jumpstart.org/
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Priority Outcome: Youth are productive and equipped to reach

Idle Youth

financial self sufficiency

Indicator: The percentage of idle youth and young adults

Definition: The percentage of teens between the ages of 16-19 who are not enrolled in school or working.

Significance: The first step to achieving financial success in adulthood is making a solid transition from youth. This measure

looks at young people ages 16-19 who are not participating in either of the core activities (work or school) that typically occupy

youth during this crucial transition period.
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Priority Outcome: Youth are productive and equipped to reach

financial self sufficiency

Financial Literacy
Indicator: The percentage of financially literate young adults
Definition: Measurement strategy has not been determined. No formal definition at this time.
Significance: Youth transitioning into adulthood need basic skills in financial management to avoid costly errors that follow
them throughout their financial life. Young adults who make wise employment decisions, live within a budget, and develop

savings are more likely to build assets and less likely to fall into poverty.

Data Source: Indicator data is not currently available. The indicator is on the data development agenda.
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